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nowing exactly what needed to

jappen in order to free this animal,
Our momentary rage was replaced
by action as I grabbed my gloves and

pulled the massive 9-foot nurse shark

to the surlace as it began to roll. Nurse
sharks, although docile when rest-
ing on the bottom, should never be
underestimated. They are extremely
powerlul both in an out of the water.,
with a pound-for-pound bite stronger
than any other shark.

Dony and Michelle were in awe and
quickly grabbed the cameras. | held
the shark steady while Duncan looked

or a tool to remove the hook All we

1ad on board was a small Leatherman

— less than ideal — but we had to get

the shark off the line. 1 grabbed the --q —— = | 'j_ — - e ——
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male nurse shark was still in good
condition and put up quite a fight,
h of life after b freed of a sure death frap left by irresponsible fishermen. wanting nothing to do with our effort and large rusted | hooks. This was a Il any boats were nearby or wat hlng
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imini has big game fishing as I Hold Allel and ~e] and headed south, Dony spotted he animal and secure it next to the [he sick part is that the “hshermen there were boats everywhere.
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deeply rooted In Its history | ! o f chark conser . large black trash bag on the sur- oat. In a standard tagging workup, might not even come looking for the We motored along heading toward
ne Hoaminowav and T The equally rich nistory Ol siialis LHSEH oI L 20 o o metens N2 AR .. . . |
as Hemingway and rum. The | ) | “Doc” Gruber estab face. He suggested we grab il because 'he animal is secured at both ends, bags. This leaves trash and an injured our dive site and spotted another
T hite nhote al  once vation. >Samue 0C UITUbEL Eotdats B e Bl | ~ L | - | - | _ | |
black and white Phnmh as Sprice hed t] | owned Bimini it might be a million dollars Irom a IL’LIULII‘I}_’_ Its stress and ulluwmg LNe Ol Llymg animal t_ll'lhll‘l}; In the sea black |];i}'_'. ”mlllt'lg at the surface
. : alls '  (C leat iIshed the worid-renowice g = 1 | | _ | | T , |
adorned the walls of The Comp -I 0 | Field Station (Sharklab) drug drop. “That’s how they do It data to be collected quickly and ef- until it hooks onto a rock or washes Duncan and | told our friends to be
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Angler (Ernest Hemingways ;'Z ) | (or his work with o insisted. For a tiny island, Bimin ficiently. Duncan pulled him to the onto shore. We looked around to see prepared because the end result of
R | : TTIC 1 1990 as a base lor his WOTK | | _
haunt for drinking anc thinking) anc Iin 1% | - _ -rorv including surface and w one Strono: t =~
the wa l". of The Bimini big lemon sharks. The lab is continuously 1as a very colorful nistor) o & -- | ith one strong roll the
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| lul | he gl ] )| .+ the forefront of groundbreaking some less than legal activities. MOney hook was free and he was gone. |
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i 2 1 research, providing answers LO the or not. we motored over Lo pick up admit we were pretty happy that we
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this fis IE nioema that surrounds the world’s the trash that someone felt the need didn’t have to put the animal through
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§ deptl | (] It is a di the survival of our oceans. Sharks are sumed it was stuck on the sea tloor. that this was not trash that acciden-
reat depths and the result 1s a di- S val O DCE e R L -ash — bait sc ally attracted a shz ut a make-
E‘- [ d'ﬂ‘% Und{-ruq[c[' ‘,‘ui'?FIL[ apex pr*-.'( ALOTS that ]{t‘i.;‘["] the oceans 'H I'Hi'dl hoaters Lrasn h;.]l[ SLrapS 1.;1”} Ll[“clL[td d hh;lfkﬁ I]Ul a maki
T dod- ‘nse - . : - - e 48 ' " . | ‘ _ ; Ly -
Lt O ] | lean The svstem does not function and used bits of fishing line. Dony shift shark hshing rig. The heavy-
 to Florida has made clean € Syslt 4 a |
its proximity (0 oS (bl trueeled a bit so Duncan took a turn duty trash bag was tied in a knot
Bimini a popular destination for without them and oceans across Lhe SITUEE R l _ _
. L ﬂd f‘l:ahf:rmt'l‘l hupplng ACTOSS g obe are I‘L‘;lli:I[_l_Ll [hi’i Lt'lﬂfst.'L{th;'[]L't;“% dal Lrasr) I't_’lﬂi.l‘u'éll C Lll-}’ He C{U]L y s Al lht hl}_’,h-lt‘)l [I‘Sh]ﬂj_" |Inf_' wWas
ST N i : , .lized that the tugging was not {rom wrapped around and attached with 2
‘he “stream” to attend one of the nu-  of this devastation e P |
_ Birr Havine lived on Bimini, I still hold being snagged on the bottom, but hishing knot. Line ran to a weight fol-
srous fishing tournaments bDBImini AVALA ) ALVARY ATAS ‘ N N
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and 1. both marine biologists special- countered block r
that 1s used for shark diving and re-

slanet. My fiancé and I, along with

Mahi. Guy Harvey has reopened the

Bimini Big Game Club and re stored

two friends, rented a boat from the izing in sharks, have spent thousands
+f hours workine with these animals. search. The culprits used car batteries

for a day of diving, spear hishing and We moved like a well-oiled machine,
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